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SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT VISION
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• Desired future 
spatial situation 

• Outlines strategic 
interventions for 
its attainment

• Serves as 
platform from 
which the desired 
spatial pattern 
will be developed

“By the year 2023, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma Municipality will be
an environmental resilient, educationally progressive, well serviced

and self -sustaining community through the adequate access to
equitable bulk infrastructure, government and social facilities as well

as increased access to conservation tourism opportunities”.

‘DNDZ strives to be a responsive, democratic and accountable Local Government by:
creating vibrant communities through delivering sustainable basic services with a strong focus on Socio 

Economic Development and protecting the environment.’

MUNICIPAL VISION 

An equitable, sustainable municipality with vibrant communities, well managed environment and growing 
tourism and agricultural economy by 2040.

SPATIAL VISION 

LONG-TERM VISION 



SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT VISION
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SPLUMA PRINCIPLES
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SPLUMA 
Principles

Good Administration
Spheres of government 

complying with the 
requirements of any law that 
relates to land development 

and land use.

Spatial Resilience
Importance of developing flexible 
spatial plans, policies and land use 

systems that are able to 
accommodate changes brought on 

by economic and environmental 
shocks.

Spatial Efficiency
Optimal use of resources and 

infrastructure in a manner that 
minimises negative financial, 

socioeconomic and 
environmental impacts.

Spatial Sustainability
Land development that 
is socio-economically 
and environmentally 

feasible

Spatial Justice
Redressing spatial and 

developmental imbalances 
through the improvement of land 

accessibility.



DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES
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NDZ SDF

To facilitate urban and 
rural development and 

promote compact 
development 

To promote inclusive, 
shared economic growth 

and development

To transform the 
apartheid structure and  

encourage integrated 
settlement patterns

To improve connectivity 
within the Municipal 

area.

To establish an 
integrated, Urban-wide 
public transport system 

that supports the 
accessibility grid

To manage development 
impacts on natural 

resources and critical 
biodiversity networks

The primary aim of the 
SDF is to facilitate the 
transformation of NDZ 

Municipality into an 
integrated and 

sustainable spatial 
system. 

The SDF will influence 
directly the substantive 
outcomes of planning 
decisions towards the 

attainment of the 
following strategic 

objectives.



SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
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ALIGNMENT 
WITH 

SPLUMA 
PRINCIPLES
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SPATIAL STRUCTURING

HIERARCHY OF DEVELOPMENT CORRIDORS

DISASTER MANAGEMENT STRATEGIC INTERVENTION

CONTINUUM OF SUSTAINABLE HUMAN SETTLEMENT 
CLUSTERS

PROPOSED LAND USES

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTION
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SPATIAL RESTRUCTURING AND PLANNING SYSTEMS

Primary Corridors

• R617: inks the 
municipality with 
major urban centres 
such as 
Pietermaritzburg and 
centres such as 
Underberg and 
Kokstad.

• R612: It connects the 
municipality with 
towns such as Ixopo, 
Highflats and Umzinto.

Secondary Corridors

• P121 links Ncwadi,
• P246 provides a linkage between 

Creighton and UBuhlebezwe.,
• P422 provides a linkage between 

Creighton and Centocow.
• P128,
• P8 provides a linkage between 

Creighton and Masomeni,
• P317, 
• P125 on the western side leading of the 

R617, 
• The P265, P320 and P27-1 serving as an 

access route to local farmers,
• P252 

Tertiary Corridors

• P429, which links 
Centocow with other 
areas in Amakuze and 
Isibonelo Esihle TCs,

• P299,
• P419, which traverses 

Bhidla traditional 
council,  

• P282,
• D818

Tourism Corridors
• P125, which detours to Bushmans Nek,
• P317, and
• P318-1 route to Sani Pass.D818
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SPATIAL RESTRUCTURING AND PLANNING SYSTEMS



SYSTEM OF ACTIVITY NODES
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Opportunity areas for the location of a range of activities, 
from small to large enterprises, administrative services, 

public facilities and transportation infrastructure



MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT NODES: UNDERBEG
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MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT NODES: BULWER
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Future expansion 

along the N3 to Cato 

Ridge and to the 

south (long term)

Future expansion 

along the N3 to 

Cato Ridge and to 

the south (long 

term)



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NODES: HIMEVILLE, CREIGHTON & DONNYBROOK
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To expand towards intersection with 
the R603. 

SECONDARY MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT NODES

• Important role as service centres to communities and farmers in 
the northern and central portions of the municipality.

• Providing  smaller range of commercial and social services than 
what is offered in the primary node. 

Himeville
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SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT NODES: CENTOCOW, PHOLELA & RICHENAU
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Small centre to serve as location points for community facilities serving the local community such as: 
• Primary and secondary schools. 
• Clinics including mobile clinics. 
• Pension pay points. 
• Community halls and other community facilities. 
• SMME trading facilities 

Centocow Pholela



CONTINUUM OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
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• Some of the areas identified as 
human settlement priority areas 
on the map  are aligned with the 
current housing in the municipality 

Priority Areas for Human Settlements projects 

Existing housing projects 



CONTINUUM OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
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Planned Rural Projects 

Housing Projects in NDZ 



FUTURE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTION
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• Development intensity 
should be discouraged within

• Ukhahlamba Drakensberg 
Park WHS.

• Expansion of Development 
towards Okhahlamba
Drakensberg Foothills will 
also be unfavourable.

• Expansion on areas of high 
potential agricultural land is 
undesirable.

Undesirable Pattern of Growth 



FUTURE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTION
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• Decentralization of some of 
the basic services: this 
involves the creation of 
satellite services within the 
rural service nodes such as 
Ncwadi.

• The existing nodes are still 
low in terms of densification. 
Inward densification should 
be encouraged within the 
primary nodes.

• Linking the existing nodes 
through activity or mobility 
route in a manner that 
promotes infill and interface 
development.

Desirable Pattern of growth 



URBAN EDGE
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Four urban edges have been 
identified within the NDZ 
municipality and include:  

• Bulwer Town,
• Underberg Town,
• Creighton, and
• Himeville.

Additionally, settlement edges have 
also been identified around the 
following settlements: 
• Donnybrooks;
• Pholela;
• Centocow;
• Memela; Masomeni; Dazini; 

Mqatsheni; and
• KwaPiteni, Woodford, Pevensly, 

Enhlanhleni and Reichenau.



DENSIFICATION

• Limiting and containing the urban development footprint within the Urban Development Line 
(urban edge / growth boundary). The application of growth boundaries and other growth 
management techniques should take due cognisance of the adequacy of supply of land. 

• Promoting higher “net” residential densities in strategically located areas within core areas, new 
growth areas and areas prioritised for infrastructure development. 

• Creating new residential development opportunities that connect fragmented areas and 
consolidate urban form around high accessibility routes and nodes. 

• Provide clear guidance on directions for future settlement growth and proposed release of land for 
development. 
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Densification through appropriate densification strategies

Promoting higher “net” residential densities in strategically located areas within core 
areas, new growth areas and areas prioritised for infrastructure development.



ROBUST ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABLE JOB CREATION

20Future Economic Activities

• Projected economic 
activities are 
concentrated within the 
urban nodes.

• Noteworthy, these may 
also be impacted by fiscal 
policies/changes, change 
in the markets and 
disasters. 



ROBUST ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABLE JOB CREATION
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Projected number of jobs

• The current and 
proposed job 
initiatives do not 
seem to be 
accommodating the 
amount of people 
who are 
unemployed. 

• Out of 84 596 
people who are 
unemployed, only 
665 may be 
absorbed 
permanently while 
only 6775 could be 
accommodated only 
temporally.



AGRICULTURAL STRATEGY
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• NDZ Municipality ratio of 
agricultural land is 3 699 m2/ 
person. Meaning that 
primary agricultural land 
must be protected. 

Agricultural development 
strategies must include:
• Agro-processing
• Dairy Processing
• Wood and wood products
• Tunnel farming
• Food gardens



AGRICULTURAL STRATEGY
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COMPOSITE SDF MAP
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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Land use management 
framework

▪ Current Scheme approach

 Underberg and Himeville Town 
Planning Schemes

▪ Proposed amendments to the 
land use scheme 

 Urban Schemes have been 
consolidated to form a single 
land use scheme, as per the 
requirements of the SPLUMA.

 DAFF has to provide consent to 
the adoption of the single land 
use scheme, which will cover 
the entire municipal area.

NDZ Land Use Scheme



MONITORING AND EVALUATION FRAMEWORK
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▪ Monitoring and Evaluation 

Framework

 Monitoring, evaluation, 
reporting and adaptive 
management are widely 
recognised as 
fundamental components 
for effective municipal 

planning. 

 monitoring and 
evaluation of the impact 
of the SDF should not be 
considered as a once-off 
and separate exercise, but 
a continuous and iterative 
process that forms part of 
the overall assessment of 
the performance of the 
municipality 



MONITORING AND EVALUATION FRAMEWORK
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MONITORING AND EVALUATION FRAMEWORK
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CAPITAL INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK
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CAPITAL INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK
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THE END
THANK YOU
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